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Study of the effects of cerebral contusion on cellular and mitochondrial

calcium level of different regions of the brain in rats

Sui Jianfeng, Xiong Dezuo, Zhang Kecheng (Department of Neurosurgery, Xingiao Hospital, Third Military Medical Col-

lege. Chongqing. 630037)

Abstract The cellular and mitochondrial level of calcium, the total phosphorus in brain tissue and mito-

chondrial phosphorus in different regions of the brain were determined with absorption spectroscopy and

chromometry in rats 8 hours after they were inflicted with cerebral contusion. It was found that primary cere-

bral contusion could induce Ca" influx of the cells in most of the brain regions and the intensity of Ca" influx

was correlated with the severity of local brain damage. Most of the influx Ca" existed in the cytoplasm in

bound forms to maintain a stable level of intracellular calcium ions. and protein was the main substance to

bind with Ca*. Massive Ca* influx could lead to sequestration of Ca® in the mitochondria and disturbed intra-

cellular calcium level. which in turn brought about secondary damages on the tissue cells and a decrease of

tissue phosphorus.
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